CHAP. III.
Of the trading style.

EAST, plain, and familiar language, is the beauty of
speech in general, and is the excellency of all writing,
on whatever subject, or to whatever persons they
are that we write to, or speak. The end of speech
is, that men may understand one another's meaning;
certainly then, that speech, or that way of speaking,
which is most easily understood, is the best. If any
man were to ask me, what I would suppose to be a
perfect style, or language, I would answer, that in
which a man speaking to five hundred people, all
of common and various capacities, should be under-
stood by them all, in the same sense which the
speaker intended to be understood.

The nicety of writing in business consists chiefly
in giving every species of goods their trading names;
for there are certain peculiarities in the trading
language, which are to be observed as the greatest
proprieties, and without which the language your
letters are written in would be obscure, and the
tradesmen you write to would not understand you.
For example; if you write to your factor at Lisbon,
or at Cadiz, to make your returns in hard-ware, he
understands you, and sends you so many bags of
pieces of eight. So, if a merchant comes to me to
hire a small ship of me, and tells me it is for the
pippin-trade; or to buy a vessel, and tells rne he in-
tends to make a pippiner of her; the meaning is,
that she is to run to Seville for oranges, or to Malaga
for lemons : if he says he intends to send her for a
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